
sur-prise  (ser-prahyz) verb, used 

with object 1. To strike or occur to 

with a sudden feeling of wonder or 

astonishment, as through unexpect-

edness: Jade and Anjie surprised 

us by getting married at their en-

gagement party March 23 at the 

Parthenon Grille in Murfreesboro! Grandpa was obvi-

ously in on the secret because he officiated and seemed to 

already know what he was going to say. And he had prac-

ticed. Who do you think was the most surprised of all the 

guests? We vote for Anjie’s dad! He was here from Chi-

cago on what he thought was just a little visit. 

de-plete (dih-pleet) verb, used with object, -plet-ed, -plet-

ing. 1. To decrease seriously or exhaust the abundance of. 

Our family’s supply of bachelors is now depleted! Way 

to go, Anjie! 

 

compound (kom-pound) noun, a cluster of buildings hav-

ing a shared purpose, usually inside a fence or wall. Our 

house, apartment, garages and gardens are not fenced, 

but we still call the whole place “the compound.” 
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STATISTICS ON RESIDENTS OF THE COMPOUND  

 

No. of Senior Citizens—5, if you count 

Murphy. (Di drew her first Social Security 

check in September.) 

No. of “elderly”—2, because Dave and 

Di do not consider themselves elderly, 

and neither should you.   Murphy, 

we’re not sure about.  
 

No. years for most significant birth-

day: 80! Ethel (Grandma) is still cele-

brating—80 years and you’d never 

know it!) Grandma also gets credit for 

the following:  
 

No. items of crochet work: At least 

100 —coasters, dishrags, doilies. 
 

No. days of recovery from gallbladder surgery: 21. 

She and Grandpa hopped a jet to Reno to visit son Den-

nis and family for three weeks—just three weeks after 

surgery. 
 

No. Onsite Financial Directors: 

One—Dave. Dave also fancies himself 

Facilities Director, Director of Trans-

portation, Chief Animal Caretaker, and 

General “Honey-do” Performer. Ser-

vices not limited to The Compound.  

 

No.  of days in hospital: Maybe 25. Grandma—the 

gallbladder thing. Grandpa—several weeks last Janu-

ary, (including rehab), and an overnight or two some-

time later. Grandpa wins a medal for Resident with 

best recovery from illness. The man grew a dynamite 

garden this year and is now cleaning out the ravine, 

hampered only by the weather. (See 

photo next page, tilling the roses.) 
 

No. of years married: 80. Ethel and 

Ernest—65 years October 31. This 

couple married at the earliest ages: 14

-almost-15, and 17. Just kids. 

 

 

Delirious about 

turning 62??? 

This pretty lady is  80! 

El Director 

 

    Winter, Spring,                     

Summer, and Fall 



critter  (krit-uh’r) noun, Dialect  1. A 

domesticated animal.  2. Any creature. 

Murphy is the critter (1.) who still 

runs the household (including the 

grandparents’). And, here on the ra-

vine, one might see any old critter (2.) 

Therefore, we are devoting a special 

section of definitions to our critters. 

cicada (si-key-duh) noun, plural -das       Any large 

homopterous insect of the family Cicadidae, the male 

of which produces a shrill sound by vibrating mem-

branes on the underside of the abdomen. The 17-year 

cicadas were very attracted to the mini-

tiller.  

Phasmotadea (just say “stick-bug”) 

noun The name refers to “apparition,” 

its resemblance of many species to 

sticks or leaves . The grandkids and 

Grammy took pictures of a stick-bug 

on Grammy’s office window.  

grand-kids (grand-kids) noun  In-

formal for grandchildren. Some of 

our favorite critters : grand-kids. 

fer-al  (feer-uh l, fer-) adjective 1. Exist-

ing in a natural state, as animals or plants; 

not domesticated; wild: Our feral cat has 

become friendlier since we started feed-

ing her every morning. Kitty lives in the 

ravine but has lately taken to sleeping un-

der the ramp to the porch.  

vix-en (vik-suh n) noun 1. A female 

fox: We caught this picture of our 

resident vixen, just resting in the au-

tumn sun beyond the garden. She 

doesn’t hang out as much as she used 

to, but we’re always glad to see her. 

trap (trap) noun, verb -ed, -ing      n.1. a contrivance used 

for catching game or other animals, as a mechanical device 

that springs shut suddenly. Grandpa bought a live trap 

online because he couldn’t find one locally. (Shop locally 

when you can!) 

ground-hog  (ground-hog, -hawg) noun, 

woodchuck. This ground-hog (along with 

two more) should have known better 

than to eat the tops out of Grandpa’s 

green beans and hollyhocks. Aforemen-

tioned subject now lives in a curiously bur-

geoning woodchuck community at the Ten-

nessee Agricultural Center with several 

other perpetrators who dared to ire Grandpa—and daughter

-in-law Vicky. (Who could have known that Vicky Taylor 

Graham would become an expert trapper?) 

Dave’s mom, Mary, is in Seat-

tle in assisted living and cele-

brated her 91st birthday in 

April. We spent last Christ-

mas with her, and returned to 

Seattle  in November to do 

2011 Thanksgiving and 

Christmas! Di still writes and 

does some sub work for mu-

sicians. Dave has registered 

as a volunteer at Nashville 

Rescue Mission. We’ve en-

joyed visits from the Grillos 

Our lives are full of sto-

ries, so many that we 

can’t tell them all here. 

Some are a bit crazy, but 

still we feel incredibly 

blessed to be here in this 

place and to have good 

friends and family in our 

lives. Some close to us 

have been ill and some 

have passed on, and 

we’ve welcomed new 

babies into our circle. 

and one of Di’s high-school 

friends—and, once again, 

hosted U. of Memphis grad 

students from The Pinch 

literary journal at the 

Southern Festival of 

Books. Come to see us! 

We’ll put you up and treat 

you like family—We’ll 

leave it to you to decide if 

that might be good or bad. 

We wish you a joyful sea-

son and a peaceful 2012.  

Christmas Catch-up, Wishes, and Grat i tude  
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feral calico cat 

ground-hog looking 

through bars of 

trap, soon to be in 

new residence 

Dave and Diana Revell 
5007 Millerwood Drive  

Nashville Tennessee 37211 

615-333-8976 

Di:               DixieDinah@gmail.com  

Dave:         Dave112742@gmail.com  

DI’S BLOG: 
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vixen in sun 

Snow-pup Murphy 

(our spoiled critter) 

cicadas on back 

  stick-bug and leaf 

Jameson 

Carly 

Brianna Zack 


